
Young people from Puerto Tejada, Cauca created a hip hop song 
and video about their Afro-Colombian identity and territory.
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Your Land,  
My Land,  
Our Territory

Familia Ayara led a series of rap workshops for 
75 youth from five conflict-ridden municipalities 
in Cauca to inspire them to open up and learn 
about land rights and the land restitution process. 
After talking about their experiences and the 
violence they witnessed in their communities, 
participants were encouraged to write rap songs 
about displacement and violence, and their hopes 
for peace and reconciliation in their communities. 
Familia Ayara then provided beats and recorded 
participants’ songs and music videos.  

“People living in violence and oppression aren’t 
used to expressing their opinions, but rapping and 
music allows them to do that, not in the name of 
politics but in the name of art,” explains Jeyffer 
Renteria, director of the Familia Ayara Foundation.

In total, these budding musicians created five music 
videos and sixteen songs on topics such as territory, 
identity, and land rights violations, with a special 
emphasis on restitution and territorial rights.

“I never rapped before and had no idea about 
how to do it. I’ve realize that we Afro-Colombians 
have our own culture, and our communities need 
to know that there is a way to recover the lands 
that were stolen from us during the violence,” 
says Balanta.

Conflict-affected youth in 
Colombia use their voice to 
raise awareness about land 
restitution and land rights.

In 2016, Samir Balanta crossed a border in his 
own country. The 20-year-old community rapper 
and his crew performed in the town of Buenos 
Aires. Although the town is not far from his 
home in Lomitas, it has been off limits for most 
residents due to the lingering conflict. For decades, 
these two Northern Cauca towns—divided by a 
mountain—represented the invisible border where 
leftist guerrillas and paramilitary groups held their 
opposing fronts. Balanta and thousands of families 
were trapped on either side.

A neighborhood group in Buenos Aires had heard 
about Balanta after his song and the songs of other 
Cauca youths were featured on an album called 
“Your Land, My Land, Our Territory.” The rap album 
is the result of a joint effort between the USAID-
funded Land & Rural Development Program and 
Colombian youth-empowerment NGO Familia 
Ayara Foundation. The songs are aimed at raising 
awareness about the ongoing land restitution 
process, which is benefitting hundreds of thousands 
of people across Colombia. 

“It’s easier for some of us to express what we feel 
through music. The songs that we write talk about 
violence and peace, our freedoms, rights, and our 
land,” says Balanta. “And the people who listen 
learn more.”

“An armed group 
came to rob us, to 

kidnap and harm us, 
today restitution 
gives us what was 
ours. Let’s change 

Colombia, let’s 
find peace. I have 
faith in the future, 

that there will 
be a better day. 
Restitution will 

collaborate with us 
if we all do our part. 
We can achieve it.” 

From the song, Tierra 
Hermosa (Beautiful Land), 

written by a group of young 
artists living in Villa Rica in 

Northern Cauca.



AFRO AND INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

The songs have since been used as a tool 
to promote the restitution process among 
Afro-Colombians and others, both at national 
and regional levels. In the five participating 
municipalities in northern Cauca, advocates such 
as the local education and youth offices have used 
the songs in events and held events where the new 
artists could perform.

“Beyond giving the Land Restitution Unit a strong 
tool to reach marginalized groups like Afro-
Colombians, the songs have played a critical role in 
creating consciousness about land rights and identity, 
and how these two concepts are intertwined,” 
explains the USAID Land and Rural Development’s 
Cauca-based vulnerable populations expert, Tatiana 
Bachiller. 

USAID also supports Afro-Colombians and 
indigenous communities in the restitution process 
by assisting the Land Restitution Unit with 
characterization studies, which are key evidentiary 
materials used to support ethnic restitution cases. 
In 2016, USAID conducted characterization studies 
for two indigenous communities and one Afro-
Colombian community, representing nearly 1000 
families in three regions. In 2017, USAID is assisting 
the Land Restitution Unit with evidence for an 
Afro-Colombian community consisting of 400 
families living on the outskirts of Valledupar, Cesar.

BROADCASTING THE DRAMA 

In addition to music-related activities, the USAID 
program has used community campaigns like radio 
dramas to reach a wider audience with information 
about land restitution. Through female voices, these 
dramas guide other women in Colombia on how 
to formalize their property, file land restitution 
claims, and acquire funding and technical assistance 
for agricultural projects. More than 70 women—
including farmers, Afro-descendants, and members 
of indigenous communities—from 18 municipalities 
in Cesar, Sucre, Bolívar, Cauca, Meta, and Tolima 
were part of creating the scripts and storylines. The 
stories have been broadcast on 36 radio stations in 
these departments.

“Together with USAID, we’ve been able to show 
that not just women but diverse sectors of society 
have been uniquely affected by the armed conflict,” 
explains Jorge Chavéz, territorial director of 
the Land Restitution Unit in Cesar, in Northern 
Colombia, where USAID recorded one of twelve 
radio dramas encouraging women to claim 
property lost during the conflict.

“It’s easier for some of us to express what we feel 
through music. The songs that we write talk about 
violence and peace, our freedoms, rights, and our 
land. And the people who listen learn more.”

— Samir Blanta, community rapper in Lomitas, Cauca


