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BASELINE

28,290 

2,700

Resources mobilized

Number of people (officials, government 
authorities) trained regarding restitution, 
formalization, and project planning

Number of restitution cases directly 
supported by LRDP 

Number of rural households in conflict 
regions that have gained access to public 
goods as a result of LRDP assistance

Number of land-related files digitized 4.2mn 37%

PROGRESS TO DATE ON KEY INDICATORS

The USAID Land and Rural Development Program (LRDP) supports the government of Colombia to build the institutional 
architecture needed to effectively govern land in rural areas. At the national level, the program troubleshoots institutional 
policies and procedures that prevent GOC entities from administering land in an efficient and cost-effective manner. At a 
regional level, the program delivers packages of overlapping land and rural development interventions that increase access to the 
land and productive assets restituted families need to earn a livelihood.

Land Node
This new digital platform will allow 
the country's main land agencies 
to share restitution information 
electronically and in real time, 
reducing delays in the restitution 
process.

Gender-based policy 
Colombia's new Decree 902 
incorporates key recommendations 
by LRDP on how to ensure that 
women in common-law marriages 
are not left behind with regard to 
land titles. 

Beekeeping graduates
A second cohort of beekeepers has 
graduated from Cesar's beekeeping 
school, equipped with valuable tools 
for sustainable livelihoods in honey 
production.

LOP TARGET

7,500

% ACHIEVED 

99%

114%

75%

60%

Results as of June 30, 2017

$167bn pesos

PROGRESS 

$165bn pesos 

32,182 

2,018 

4,520 

1,5mn

Formalization pilot 
LRDP's pilot in Ovejas (Sucre) 
represents Colombia's first effort 
to systematically title all informal 
land in an entire municipality. 



NEWS FROM THE PROGRAM
Launch of the Land Node, a digital platform for the restitution process. LRDP and 
several government entities launched the Land Node, which allows the country’s main 
land agencies to access and share restitution-related information in real time instead of 
through slow and cumbersome paper-based transactions. This initiative represents an 
unprecedented interinstitutional effort among 11 government entities that have put aside 
their institutional differences to contribute to a more secure, rapid, and reliable 
information-sharing process for land restitution. Currently, the Land Node allows 9 
entities to share 28 different types of information digitally and in real time; by 2018, the 
platform is expected to include 71 types of information and all 11 participating agencies.

Massive formalization pilot underway in Ovejas (Sucre). In the month and a half 
since rolling out the massive formalization pilot in Ovejas—the country’s first effort to 
systematically title all informal land in an entire municipality—LRDP formed the expert 
and community teams that will raise awareness of land formality among Ovejas residents. 
In addition, LRDP organized mobile brigades in various communities to speak with local 
leaders and with women about the various pathways to formalization, the importance of 
ethnic- and gender-focused approaches to formalization, and alternative dispute 
resolution mechanisms. LRDP also initiated social cartography work—a type of 
participatory mapping—in which community members described how they viewed 
themselves in relation to the land and described where their parcels were located and 
where their crops were, among other things. This exercise is an important piece of the 
pilot that allows for a comparison between residents’ perceptions of their property and 
the legal and cadastral interpretations provided by the government.

Second cohort of graduates earn beekeeping diplomas in Cesar. In August, 
beekeepers from the municipalities of Astrea, Pailitas, La Paz, Valledupar, Agustín Codazzi, 
and Chimichagua received their diplomas after successfully participating in the beekeeping 
school created by a USAID-supported public-private partnership (PPP) valued at over US
$3 million. The beekeeping school provides training on genetic improvements, queen bee 
management, floral timetables, honey extraction, and best practices in production, and it 
equips graduates with the tools they need to generate sustainable livelihoods for their 
families. For its part, the PPP aims to bring in 500 first-time beekeepers over the next 
three years through the provision of 15,000 hives and comprehensive technical assistance. 

LRDP’s gender-based recommendations included in Colombian law. Two years ago, 
LRDP analyzed the legal barriers faced by women in common-law marriages who try to 
obtain titles to their land, and then developed recommendations to help the Colombian 
government eliminate these hurdles. Today, as part of the post-conflict process, the 
government has drafted Decree 902, which incorporates two of our key 
recommendations: (1) that rural women’s contributions to the household be recognized 
as evidence of their relationship with land, and therefore of their rights as titleholders; 
this recommendation was incorporated into article 9 of the decree, which states that 
“the activities carried out by women under the care economy” are considered “positive 
acts constituting occupation or possession, and especially for the formulation of 
productive projects in land access programs,” and (2) that couples be jointly recognized 
in land titles, regardless of the formality of their marriage; this recommendation was 
integrated into article 25 of the law, which states that “the adjudication [of land] will be 
made jointly in the name of spouses or permanent partners.”




