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Paralegal Network Enhances Access to Justice  

 

‘‘I was not quite clear about the role of 
paralegals, but after I joined the 
National Paralegal Network and 
became a working group leader, I came 
to realize paralegals have an important 
role in justice reform in Myanmar.” 

Daw Khin Than Htwe 

` 

 

The National Paralegal Network conducted 
discussions with communities and government 
officials about the role of paralegals. 

 

Daw Khin Than Htwe has spent her career providing legal 
consultation and counseling to clients who have suffered from 
gender based violence and child abuse. She is part of an emerging 
profession of paralegals in Myanmar who are improving access to 
justice for vulnerable citizens. When she joined the National 
Paralegal Network, she realized that she was not alone in providing 
non-lawyer legal support to clients in her community. Daw Khin 
Than Htwe, and others like her, are working to bridge the gap 
between justice services and communities, providing information 
about legal rights and procedures, by serving as community 
paralegals. 
 
The National Paralegal Network was formed by Namati in 2016, 
with grant support from the Promoting the Rule of Law Program. 
Namati is an international non-governmental organization focused 
on legal empowerment and paralegal training. Namati established 
the Network by providing targeted technical assistance to 
community paralegals using a grassroots approach, including local 
working groups. 
 
Daw Khin Than Htwe and her working group members have 
conducted several advocacy meetings with members of parliament 
and government authorities to increase the scope of paralegal work 
and gain professional recognition. She said, “I was not quite clear 
about the role of paralegals, but after I joined the Network and 
became a working group leader, I came to realize paralegals have 
an important role in justice reform in Myanmar. Unfortunately, 
recognition of paralegals from both the government and community 
is lacking, and this is challenging to paralegal work.”  
 
The Network is now seeking to obtain formal government 
recognition as part of the recently adopted Legal Aid Law. The 
working group successfully conducted regional coordination 
meetings with government officials in Yangon, Loikaw, 
Ayeyawaddy, and Mon State where high level government 
authorities welcomed closer collaboration with the Network and 
provided valuable advice about how paralegals can support 
implementation of the legal aid law and gain official recognition. 
 
The concept of a “paralegal” in Myanmar is still new and 
communities and government are not very familiar with the 
concept. Despite this, many volunteers have worked to increase 
awareness among citizens who are not familiar with their rights or 
do not know how to hold the government accountable. When 
necessary, they refer clients to lawyers who can handle their cases 
in court. This community support is promoting USAID efforts to 
develop the capacity of civil society to increase legal literacy, 
access to justice, and the participation of marginalized populations. 
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