
 

 

 
ILAM opens new office and legal library 
in Monywa on September 24, 2017.  

 

Improving legal services for communities  
   

ILAM is working to establish and 
develop an inclusive, 
independent, active and 
sustainable national lawyers’ 
association.  
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The USAID-funded Promoting the Rule of Law Project (PRLP) is 
supporting the Independent Lawyers’ Association of Myanmar 
(ILAM) to establish and develop an inclusive, independent, active 
and sustainable national lawyers’ association. Through a grant to 
the International Bar Association (IBA), PRLP is supporting ILAM’s 
effort to serve not only their member lawyers, but the community 
as well. ILAM has a national steering committee of lawyers from 
every state and region, having worked with the IBA since May 
2014. After becoming officially registered in November 2016, ILAM 
has continued to build their capacity including opening offices and 
libraries around the country, conducting continuing education for 
members, and building relations with the Supreme Court of 
Myanmar.  

On September 24, ILAM inaugurated a new office and legal library 
in Monywa. The Prime Minister of Sagaing Region, Dr. the 
Honorable Myint Naing, attended this event and noted “I am very 
glad to see that legal experts, the lawyers, have been brought 
together in a single association and a legal library is being set up.” 
He went on to say that the establishment of the ILAM office and 
library in Monywa is a good omen, not only for the Sagaing region, 
but also for the whole country. ILAM expects to open legal libraries 
in Yangon and Pathein before the end of 2017. These pilot 
libraries will serve as resource hubs for lawyers and the 
community, improving access to legal information, and increasing 
opportunities for legal education. 
 
Earlier in September, members of the ILAM Central Executive 
Committee met with the Union Supreme Court Chief Justice. This 
was the first meeting between the bar association and the 
Supreme Court since the NLD became the governing party and 
represents a move forward in building bench and bar relations. 
During this meeting the group discussed the role of ILAM and their 
members, collaboration with the Supreme Court to implement their 
2017 strategic plan, and lawyer licensing. 

ILAM is also providing continuing education opportunities with 
recent demand exceeding space for their events. In September, 
ILAM hosted an environmental law training where 60 lawyers 
applied for the 30 available slots. Earlier this year, more than 200 
lawyers and community members attended a panel discussion 
provided by 3 ILAM lawyers about the new privacy law. With 
support from PRLP, ILAM is continuing to grow, having doubled 
their membership in less than 2 years, and to improve their 
capacity to provide competent legal services to the public.     
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