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Empowering Uzbekistan’s Future Lawyers 

UWED International Law students 
engaging in group discussions during their 
English class 

“Our goal is empowering future 
lawyers and diplomats to competently 
defend our country’s interests 
internationally, negotiate, engage in a 
cognizant legal dialogue. This course 
enables us to make another significant 
step towards achieving this goal” –  
Gulnoza Ismailova, Vice-rector of the 
University of World Economy and 
Diplomacy 

Uzbekistan is transforming as a young democracy, reforming its 
legislation, opening to the world and actively engaging in international 
affairs. Inevitably the country is also experiencing the need for qualified, 
capable professionals to advance its goals. The International Law 
Department of the University of World Economy and Diplomacy 
(UWED), the Law School of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Uzbekistan, 
educates the majority of country’s international legal professionals and 
makes a valiant effort to fulfil the need for an increase in qualified 
professionals. The University is committed to improving its legal 
education and bringing the institution up to  international standards by 
staying abreast of the on-going domestic and international 
developments in a rapidly changing, complex environment. 

UWED has a rigorous English language program; however, recently 
professors have noted the need for a more specialized Legal English 
course to train future lawyers to be capable of advancing the country’s 
position in the international arena.  Vice-rector Gulnoza Ismailova 
declared, “Legal English is a technical language specifically originated as 
the language of legal professionals, such as judges, lawyers, legal 
assistants and attorneys. We specialize in International Law, and we 
want our graduates to work competently with foreign counterparts, 
which requires abilities in Legal English. It would help our students 
overcome challenges, stemming from the differences between Legal 
and regular English. This is a vital skill for future lawyers.”   

To respond to the identified needs, the university 
administration approached the USAID Legal Reform Program (LRP) 
in Uzbekistan with a request for assistance, which resulted in a 
collaboration among LRP's technical team  and UWED’s professors of 
Law and English for the creation of a Legal English course. The course 
will be introduced into the school’s training curriculum starting in the 
Fall of 2019.  

The new course is designed to eliminate the language barrier 
and provide students with first-hand access to international 
legal documents, conventions, agreements and other sources. Ms. 
Ismailova highlights, “Whereas Uzbekistan is strengthening its 
position internationally, undergoing rapid development 
processes and experiencing inflow of foreign investments, our 
goal is empowering future lawyers and diplomats to confidently 
defend our country’s interests internationally, negotiate and 
engage in a cognizant legal dialogue. This course enables us to 
make another significant step towards achieving this goal”.  


