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Jesse Biddle | Senior Associate 

Jesse Biddle, our Legislative Strengthening Practice Lead, has over 25 years of experience 
as an international project manager with expertise in decentralization and local 
governance, legislative strengthening, and public sector accountability. He has supported 
USAID, the World Bank Group, and The Ford Foundation in diverse world regions.

Meghan Bello | Staff Associate

Meghan Bello has eight years of experience as an international development practitioner 
and has supported governance and peacebuilding initiatives across East Africa. She 
oversees all phases of the project implementation lifecycle from start-up to closeout, and 
supports teams on new business development. She speaks Italian and Kinyarwanda.

Ben Cifuentes | Staff Associate 

Ben Cifuentes has seven years of experience in international development, providing 
support to project management and new business initiatives with a focus on the Latin 
America region. He is fluent in Spanish and French, and speaks basic Portuguese.

Mary Beggs | Senior Associate 

Mary Beggs, MBA, brings 15 years’ experience leading projects and assessments to identify 
opportunities for private sector growth in over 20 countries in Africa, Europe, and Asia.
She specializes in supporting private sector investment, market systems development,
enabling environment reform, and financial sector strengthening.

Francisco Bautista | Chief of Party, CDLO

Francisco Bautista has 10+ years of experience working on USAID-funded development 
projects in Colombia. A business administrator with a specialization in strategic 
management, he has focused on alternative and rural development and offers an in-depth 
knowledge on the dynamics of illicit markets in Colombia.
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Sarah Leddy | Senior Associate 

Sarah Leddy, our Institutional Strengthening Practice Lead, has spent 20+ years driving 
initiatives at the nexus of good governance and economic development for USAID, Millennium 
Challenge Corporation, and the Clinton Foundation. She has worked in Africa, Asia, Europe, 
the Caribbean, and Latin America. She is fluent in French, Haitian Creole, and Italian.

Kelly Kimball | Associate  

Kelly Kimball has 18 years of experience in the management and implementation of 
democracy, land tenure, and natural resource management programs around the globe. 
She has backstopped more than 100 long- and short-term projects and several complex 
global projects.

John (Jack) Keefe | Senior Associate 

John (Jack) Keefe, J.D., has 20 years of experience in mass property rights claims 
adjudication, property restitution, systematic land registration and titling, and developing 
land reform policies and strategies in post-conflict and transitioning countries. His 
experience spans Africa, Eastern Europe and Central Asia.

Brian Husler | Chief of Party, Urban Municipal Governance project   

Brian Husler has 28 years of experience managing local governance and economic 
development programs. His areas of expertise include citizen security, violence prevention 
and intervention, citizen participation, and empowering vulnerable groups. He has 
managed projects through Central and South America, as well as the Republic of Georgia.

Guillermo Farias-Velasco | Associate   

Guillermo Farias is a lawyer with 8 years of experience promoting human rights, 
democratic governance, access to justice and rule of law. He has worked collaboratively 
with civil society organizations, media, activists, victims, and international organizations 
in Myanmar, Bangladesh, and Latin America. He is fluent in Spanish.



Democracy and Governance Team

Tiernan Mennen | Sector Director 

Tiernan Mennen is a lawyer and international development specialist with 18+ years of 
experience in accountable governance, anti-corruption, rule of law, access to justice, human 
rights, land tenure, women’s rights, and local governance and decentralization. He has 
managed projects in Africa, Latin America, and Asia. He is fluent in Spanish.

Kevin McLaughlin | Senior Associate

Kevin McLaughlin, our Local Governance Practice Lead, has 20+ years of experience in 
decentralization and local governance, youth and community engagement, political 
processes, countering/preventing violent extremism, and women’s empowerment. He has 
managed projects in Eastern Europe, South America and East and West Africa.

Miguel Peñailillo | Senior Transparency and Civil Society Specialist 

Miguel Peñailillo is a lawyer with 25 years of experience in the fight against corruption, 
ethics, transparency and accountability. He has designed and conducted consultancies 
and capacity building programs focused on ethics, transparency and crime prevention for 
universities, organizations, and public institutions throughout Latin America. 

Milburn Line | Senior Associate 

Milburn Line, our Transparency and Accountability Practice Lead, has 30 years of experience 
promoting human rights, social inclusion, and democratic governance in Latin America, Asia, 
and the Balkans. He has worked collaboratively with civil society, academics, communities, 
activists, and international organizations. He is fluent in Spanish and speaks basic Mandarin.

Cristian Murariu | Country Director, My Community (Moldova)

Cristian Murariu brings 20 years of experience managing construction projects on USAID, 
GIZ, and MCC projects. He excels at helping communities translate local priorities into 
appropriate infrastructure investments, and supporting municipal leaders to put in place 
O&M plans for new services. Cristian speaks English, French, Romanian, and Russian. 
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Kathy Stermer | Senior Associate 

Kathy Stermer, our DG Analytics Practice Lead, is a democracy, human rights, and governance 
specialist with 27 years of experience in elections and political processes, civil society 
strengthening, analytical assessment, judicial and legislative reform, local governance and 
decentralization, and anticorruption. Her work has focused on Europe, Eurasia and Asia.

Levan Samadashvili | Chief of Party, Good Governance Initiative Project 

Levan Samadashvili is a public administration and governance professional with a focus 
on public administration reform, public service delivery, and public-sector innovation. He 
brings more than 13 years of experience in the public and private sectors, and recently 
served as Chief of Party of the USAID-funded Good Governance Initiative in Georgia.

Ian Rose | Senior Associate

Ian Rose is a land rights lawyer with 20 years of international development experience. 
He has led land administration and titling projects in Mozambique and Cabo Verde, and 
access to justice projects in Colombia and Lebanon. His technical work currently focuses 
on land policy reform, customary tenure, public private partnerships and coastal tenure.

Tom Reilly | President, Tetra Tech ARD 

Tom Reilly is President of Tetra Tech ARD and manages the day-to-day operations of more 
than 1,500 staff working cooperatively with 50 host country governments. He brings more 
than 25 years of international development experience with a focus on decentralization, 
local government and legislative strengthening projects.

Adrienne Raphael | Associate

Adrienne Raphael, currently Chief of Party for the Workplace Advancement for Gender 
Equity (WAGE) project, has 15 years of practical expertise in program management, 
technical analysis, and organizational development. Her areas of focus include local 
governance, community development, gender equity, and institutional strengthening.
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Timur Tsutsuk | Associate 

Timur Tsutsuk has 10 years of experience providing technical, contractual, and financial 
oversight for a portfolio of local governance and decentralization projects. He has 
experience working with various stakeholders in the Middle East and Eastern Europe, and 
speaks fluent Russian.


