
Agriculture and Food Security Team

Mary Beggs | Sector Director  

Mary Beggs, MBA, brings 15 years’ experience leading projects and assessments to identify 
opportunities for private sector growth in over 20 countries in Africa, Europe, and Asia. 
She specializes in supporting private sector investment, market systems development, 
enabling environment reform, and financial sector strengthening. 

Carmen Benson | Chief of Party, USAID BIFAD Support Contract

Carmen Benson is a behavioral scientist with over 12 years of experience leading gender-
responsive agricultural education, extension, and research capacity building programs in 
Central and Southeast Asia. As a Doctoral Candidate, Carmen’s research explores the role 
of youth as change agents for sustainable development.

Otto Castillo | Staff Associate 

Otto Castillo brings over a decade of experience in agricultural research, education, and 
community development. He has worked in South, Central, and North America on food 
security, climate change, agricultural technology, remote sensing, natural resources 
management, crop production, rural extension, and youth in agriculture. 

Lauren Allognon | Associate

Lauren Allognon brings over a decade experience in international development and 
geographic information systems (GIS). She has worked with private and public sector 
stakeholders to de-risk agriculture using weather-based solutions. She specializes in data 
analytics to inform agriculture, food security, and climate change adaptation.
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Claudia Lalumia | Senior Associate

Claudia LaLumia has nearly 30 years of experience planning, implementing, and 
managing multi-sector development and relief programs, including over 20 years in 
Africa. Her agriculture and agribusiness expertise includes value chain and enterprise 
development, access to finance, trade, food security, and livelihoods.

Rahel Diro | Associate  

Rahel Diro brings over a decade of experience in climate risk finance. She has worked in 
index insurance and forecast based financing programs in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
Her expertise includes climate change adaptation, food security, disaster risk reduction, 
access to finance, and impact investing. 

Richard Choularton | Vice President of Operations

Richard Choularton leads Tetra Tech’s work in advanced agricultural analytics and 
risk finance and insurance. He brings over 20 years of experience driving innovation in 
humanitarian assistance, food security, climate change adaptation and policy, disaster 
risk reduction, social protection, emergency preparedness, and early warning. 

Carol Chan | Associate 

Carol Chan has over 15 years of experience managing and supporting projects in small and 
medium enterprise development, private sector engagement, value chain development, 
and women, youth and social inclusion in Latin America, Europe, and Sub Saharan Africa.
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Ben Rinehart | Associate

Ben Rinehart has 20 years of experience designing and implementing agriculture, food 
security, resilience, and economic growth programs; he has served as Chief of Party, 
assessment lead, and technical advisor on projects in Southern Africa. Currently, he is a 
proposal writer, project manager, and heads the sector’s thought leadership agenda.  

Jen Peterson | Senior Associate   

Jen Peterson has 30 years of experience leading and managing agricultural development 
programs in Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean. Her expertise includes nutrition sensitive and 
climate smart agriculture, food security, disaster risk reduction and resilience, inclusive 
economic growth, and women’s empowerment. 

Meredith Sisa Mallory | Senior Associate

Meredith Sisa Mallory brings nearly 20 years of experience in business development, 
program management, and technical support for programs in Africa, the Caribbean and 
the Middle East. She specializes in program design and analysis, with a focus on food 
security, livelihoods, and resilience, social safety nets and humanitarian programming. 

Ben Lentz | Chief of Party 

Ben Lentz is a private sector oriented agricultural value chain, market systems, 
production, and extension expert with over 30 years of experience, including 24 years as 
COP on multi-sector USAID programs in Africa.  He currently serves as Tetra Tech’s COP for 
the USAID Feed the Future DRC Strengthening Value Chains Activity in South Kivu.
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Mark Wood | Associate 

Mark Wood brings 38 years of development and private sector experience, gained in East 
and Southern Africa and the Balkans. He has designed and led agribusiness programs, 
promoting private sector engagement for sustainable outcomes, over a wide range of 
agricultural and horticultural production systems.   

Drew Wheadon | Associate 

Drew Wheadon is a project manager focusing on ag-tech, finance, and market systems as 
drivers of sustainable and inclusive economic growth. He has over 12 years’ experience 
in Africa, Europe, and Asia providing solutions to address market failures, support 
entrepreneurship, increase agricultural productivity, and improve systemic resilience.  


