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REACH’s Substances of Very High ConcernREACH’s Substances of Very High Concern

An SVHC goes through a 5 phase process, appearing on a series 
of lists and ultimately banned from the EU

Wave One

• Registry of intent – www.echa.eu website June 2008

• Annex 15 list – 16 substances, June 30, 2008

• Candidate List – 15 substances October 28, 2008

• Priority list – 7 potential substances identified, 1st wave at the 
latest June 2009

• Annex XIV – BANNED, date TBD

Wave Two

• Registry of intent - www.echa.eu website October 2008

• Next phases: sometime in 2009
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Communication of Candidate List substances in ArticlesCommunication of Candidate List substances in Articles

For a substance in an article:

if the article is imported or produced in the EU,

• and the substance is on the Candidate List and the substance is 
present in a wt/wt concentration in the article at greater than 
0.1%

then the substance must be communicated to immediately to all 
recipients and within 45 days to any consumer who asks

Ref: Article 33.1-2 of the REACH Regulation
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Format for communications

• Website

• Explicit labeling (not on inside of package)

• Label has URL - retailer downloads from web

Further considerations

• Need to update continuously

• How to manage data?

• Proprietary concerns

• Obsolescence planning
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Practical Consequences
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An SVHC will have little or no market in EU
• Will still be able to legally import articles with banned 

substances

• Must know about and communicate all Candidate List 
substances (if >.1% concentration in article)

• Reality is that market pressures will ensure that these 
substances have a very dim future in EU commerce 
(cf. Lead-free solder)
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Most affected materials:

• Plasticizers

• Semiconductor materials

• Fire retardants

• Chromium pigments and dyes

• Metal surface treatments

• Adhesive additives
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RisksRisks

Delivery delays

Decreased availability of parts and materials

Increased costs

Alternatives meet military specs?

ITAR – what should not be disclosed to foreign entities?
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What can be done?What can be done?

Best practices/guidance documents (for DoD and 
suppliers)

• Identify processes for ensuring compliance
• Identify processes for safeguarding the supply chain 
from disruptions

• Incorporate requirements into contract Terms and 
Conditions and educate suppliers and procurement 
staff on obligations

Supplier education/trainings 
Database for parts information
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ConclusionConclusion

Disclosure of SVHCs effectively is required 
for all foreign military sales and for all parts 
on military installations 
•This is an MSDS requirement for articles   
and will be required globally (either by law 
or by contractual terms)

Suppliers unwilling or unable to meet new 
requirements may drop off market
Education and data management 

tools/processes can mitigate this risk
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