
PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: COLOMBIA TAKES ESSENTIAL 
STEP TOWARD EFFICIENT LAND ADMINISTRATION

Without legal certainty of land ownership, rural Colombians are not incentivized to 
invest in homes, farms, infrastructure, higher value crops, or rural businesses. Legal 
documentation of land ownership also helps prevent land dispossession, and facilitates 

access to public programs and services. During the years of conflict millions were displaced from 
their land, and lack of documented property has prevented people from being able to return 
to their homes. The peace negotiations between the Government of Colombia (GOC) and the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) reinforces the importance of land security, as 
formalization of property rights is within the first point of agreement between the two parties. 

On March 9, 2015, the Minister of Agriculture announced the GOC’s intention to create a new 
institution dedicated to the titling, formalization, and management of rural land. USAID has been 
instrumental in collecting and analyzing information and presenting policy recommendations to 
support this important institutional reform and other judicial and policy instruments aimed at 
ensuring its operation. In addition to facilitating creation of a new land institution, LRDP will continue 
to work with the GOC toward the establishment of the new land institution, helping to define its 
mandate and shape its core operations.

An effective land institution, combined with responsive laws and efficient procedures, have long 
been recognized as a prerequisite to land tenure security. The recent policy decision should 
allow the GOC to accelerate, with the assistance of international donor organizations as needed, 
the update of the country’s outdated property cadaster. It will also encourage the recovery of 
improperly used or illegally awarded public property, titling of state land plots, formalization of 
private property rights, and resolution of land restitution cases. Action across these fronts is essential 
for the GOC to reach its goal of delivering secure land rights to 80,000 rural families by 2018, as 
established in the National Development Plan.
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Families with secure land tenure

Parcels of land identified for use in Land Fund

Reduction in processing time for land claims

Project beneficiaries that are women

Dollars leveraged for rural development projects

1,620

3,100

10%*

40%*

US $2,081,000 

LRDP ACHIEVEMENTS BY THE NUMBERS

Secondary occupants with rights represented

5%*

LAND RESTITUTION IMPLEMENTATION BY THE NUMBERS** 

74,161
27,133

15,780
7,801

2,040

applications for restitution received 
by the Land Restitution Unit 

claims currently being processed

claims reviewed and 
presented to judge

cases pending 
judicial ruling 

cases resolved 
by the judicary

**Numbers provided by the Land Restitution Unit, March13, 2015

*These numbers are anticipated by the end of Year 2 of the project

2,040 restitution rulings /93,776 hectares of land restituted




