
 
  
 
 

 
Colombia has a history of violent land-takings, resulting in 

one of the highest rates of internal displacement in the world. 

Like many living in Colombia’s rural areas, Mrs. Rita Arrieta, 

a campesina currently living in El Aquacate, found herself in 

the crossfire of Colombia’s armed conflict. She fled the 

violence with her family, leaving her home in Macayepo 

behind. Women like Rita, who is now a widow, have been 

disproportionately affected by Colombia’s civil war. Today, 

they dream of returning to the parcels of land they once 

called home, but they lack the know-how and tools to make 

their dream a reality.  

Rita’s case is complicated. After her family abandoned their 

land, it soon became occupied by another rural family, who 

attests that it acquired land rights through an informal 

arrangement made with members of Rita’s family and other 

neighbors. These complex cases are all too common in 

Colombia, and the rural poor often lack the paperwork they 

need to effectively make their case. The Land and Rural 

Development Program (LRDP) is helping campesinos like 

Rita take the legal steps that will bring them home to their 

land. By 2018, 50% of land restitution beneficiaries in LRDP 

focus regions will be women. 

The first step was for Rita to submit her claim to the Land 

Restitution Unit—the government entity tasked with leading 

Colombia’s land restitution process. After extensive review, 

Rita’s claim was included in the Registry of Dispossessed 

and Forcibly Abandoned Lands, and it now awaits judicial 

review. Although Rita’s case is still pending resolution, the 

hardest part is over. Indeed, the vast majority (96%) of cases 

like Rita’s that make it to this phase end with a favorable 

ruling for the claimant.1 

Rita, who once thought that returning to her parcel of land 

was an unreachable dream, is now witnessing the realization 

of her rights. She is one more campesina on her way to 

receiving a legal land title, as part of Colombia’s path to 

peace.   

                                                
1 Fundación Forjando Futuros, Falsas víctimas, no! (June 2015), p. 4. 
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SUCCESS STORY 

Cultivating Hope for Campesinos 

“Before, we didn’t have any 
guidance on our rights. Now 
I see a way out, a solution.” 
—Nairo García Arrieta, Doña Rita’s son 



 

 

Doña Rita and her grandchildren. 

A view of the land that Doña Rita is in the process of reclaiming. 


